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Kentucky real property
tax takes a dip for 2022
Kentucky’s real property tax

rate has been set for 2022 and
it’s a bit lower. The recalculated
rate for taxes due later this year
is  11.5 cents per $100 of as-
sessed value, representing a re-
duction of four-tenths of one
cent from the 2021 rate of 11.9
cents. There are no changes to
the state rate for any of the
various other tangible property
classes.

More than half of KY
in near drought stage
Despite welcome rain in parts

of the state over the past few
days, the U.S. Drought Monitor
shows more than half of Ken-
tucky is now in a “moderate
drought” category, including
much of Crittenden County. It’s
been a tough summer for Mar-
ion to be facing a drinking
water shortage. Marion and 55
percent of Kentucky is consid-
ered in moderate drought in the
latest report, up from 31.05
percent the previous week. Just
over 25 percent of Kentucky,
including parts of Crittenden
County, are also one step below
full drought, in an abnormally
low category. The estimated
population of Kentucky now in
moderate drought is 1.7 million
according to the U.S. Drought
Monitor.

Bikers rolling through
This week marks the annual

motorcycle rally at Sturgis. Bik-
ers have already begun rolling
through Marion en route to the
event that draws thousands of
motorcycle enthusiasts. It runs
from Thursday through Sunday.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
•Marion City Council meets

in regular session at 5 p.m.,
Monday, July 18 at city hall.

•Crittenden County Board of
Education’s Local Planning
Committee will meet at 5:30
p.m., Tuesday, July 19 at Rocket
Arena conference room.

•Crittenden County Fiscal
Court meet at 8:30 a.m.,
Thursday, July 21 at the court-
house.

things TO REMEMBER
•Marion continues to seek

volunteers to help at the bot-
tled water giveaway at the for-
mer armory. Call city hall to
help out at 270-965-2266.

•Crittenden County Fair be-
gins Tuesday, July 19 and runs
through Saturday, Aug. 6. See
complete schedule elsewhere in
this edition.

•Crittenden County School
District will have later starting
date than in recent years. Stu-
dents’ first day back to class
will be Monday, Aug. 29.
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STAFF REPORT
Ethan Hunt grew up a sports fan

and a talented athlete in Crittenden
County.
He’s now rubbing shoulders with

sports icons like Lane Kiffin, Tim
Tebow, Laura Rutledge and he fig-
ures he’ll bump into Lebron James
soon.
Hunt, 22, has found a way to

paint his passion into sports mas-
terpieces rendered with a camera,
computer software, along with un-
canny creative talent. His newest job is assistant director of creative
design for Ohio State University, which has one of the premier col-
lege football programs in the country. 
“It’s neat to see some famous faces in the building,” Hunt said

about his brushes with well-known sports icons.
A few weeks ago, he left Oxford, Miss., where he’d been interning

at the University of Mississippi to become a full-time creative as-
sistant for the Buckeyes in Columbus, Ohio.
With the emergence of social media as an all-star player in the

recruiting business, many high schools, colleges and professional
teams are plunking tremendous resources into electronic market-

See HUNT/page 4

Marion native Ethan Hunt poses in Ohio State’s media room
with Archie Griffin’s second Heisman Trophy. Griffin won the
trophy in 1974 and 1975. He donated this one to Ohio State.

Living the DreamLiving the Dream
Hunt’s artistry lights way for
Buckeye football program

Philip Parish of Parish and Hooks Farms helps line up one of the large tankers it’s mobilized
in support of Marion’s water crisis. The tankers can haul 5,500 to 6,000 gallons of raw water
each from the Tradewater River to Old City Lake.

Rain elusive, but
water is flowing
STAFF REPORT
While Mother Nature remains uncooper-

ative in Marion’s water crisis, other water
producers in nearby counties, the National
Guard and P&H Farms are carrying a lion’s
share of the load to make sure the town
doesn’t go dry.
Late last week, the local farmers got the

okay from state government to join the mil-
itary reserves in hauling raw water to Old
City Lake. Right now, they’re getting it from
the Tradewater River, but there’s some con-
sideration of finding another point of col-
lection for raw water, perhaps at Mill Bluff
Spring near Fredonia or even the Ohio
River. 
Crittenden-Livingston Water District,

with cooperation from Webster County
Water District, is now pouring 130 gallons
per minute, or 187,000 gallons a day, of
drinking water into Marion. That’s almost
60 percent of the town’s demand with Stage
3 Conservation Measures in place. With
residents cutting back, the daily need is
down to near 300,000 gallons a day from a
normal demand of around 450,000.
Rain is desperately needed to help Old

City Lake remain viable in the production
of potable water, but precipitation has been
slim to none over the last couple of weeks.

Although a second July rainstorm passed
through the area late Friday, very little fell
on Old City Lake. Measured rainfall at the
water plant was just one-tenth of an inch,
while the Kentucky Mesonet weather sta-
tion north of town near Mattoon recorded
almost a full inch of rain.
Since the beginning of July, the weather

station has recorded 5.1 inches of rain
while Marion’s raw water lake – only about
six miles south – has gotten just over one-

See WATER/page 10 

Black’s team
making best
from marsh
STAFF REPORT
It’s tough enough during normal

conditions to morph what looks like
murky marsh water into a sparkling
drink. With Marion’s H2O in crisis,
Jeff Black has been putting in long
hours and spending a great deal of
time tossing and turning in bed. He
feels the pressure of his job every
moment of the day.
Black is superintendent of the

Marion Water Plant. He’s put in extra
hours at the facility since May and
thinks about it when he’s home.
“The worst part is I don’t have time

to see my grandkids,” said Black,
who has worked at the facility off
Chapel Hill Road for 17 years. 
Getting the chemistry right to en-

sure that the town’s drinking water
stays clear, crisp, odor free and safe
hasn’t been routine over the past
several weeks. At public meetings
and behind the scenes, a number of
Marion leaders have called Black a
true hero in the battle to avoid run-
ning out of water.
“I am glad to be in the middle of it,”

he said. “I live here, too, and drink
the water. I care for the people and
want them to have good water and
plenty of it.”
The plant has two licensed opera-

tors. Black has a Class 3 operators
license. Tom Mason is the other op-
erator and Trevor Peppler is a
trainee working toward certification.
The three of them operate the plant
seven days a week. It typically runs
about 15 hours a day, but because

See PLANT/page 9
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Jeff Black, Marion’s water superin-
tendent, is in charge of making sure
water stays fit to drink.

The City of Marion issued a boil water 
notice on Thursday, July 7. It will remain

in effect until further notice.



Howard 
Tammy Howard, 51, of 

Marion, died July 5, 
2022 at her home. 

Surviving are her 
father, Bruce Howard of 
Marion; a brother, Tony 
Howard of Illinois; two 
sisters, Vanessa Adams 
and Trudy Howard, both 
of Marion; three nieces 
and three nephews. 

She was preceded in 
death by her mother, 
Betty Mae King; and her 
grandmother, Mae How-
ard. 

Services were Monday, 
July 11 at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home.  

Matheney 
LaNora Mae Metheny, 

77, of Marion, passed 
away peacefully at Salem 
Springlake Nursing 
Home on Friday, July 8, 
2022.  She was born on 
June 30, 1945 to LeVon 
Metheny. 

She was 
a long-time 
member of 
C e n t r a l 
B a p t i s t 
C h u r c h . 
She was a 
former em-
ployee of 
the Crit-
tenden County School 
District and Crittenden 
Hospital. She used her 
gifts to care for many lit-
tle ones and older ones in 
their homes throughout 
the county. 

She loved to spend 
time reading her Bible, 
talking and visiting with 
friends, traveling and 
taking care of others. 

Surviving are an uncle, 
John (Elizabeth) Pickens 
of Mississippi; two aunts, 
Mary Beth Pickens of 
Colorado and Sandra 
Pickens of Idaho and nu-
merous cousins she 
never forgot growing up 
with. She also will be 
dearly missed by her 
Central Baptist Church 
family, along with the 
O’Neal and Linzy fam-
ilies. 

Preceding her in death 
was a special friend, Jim 
O’Neal; grandparents, 
Curtis and Maude 
Pickens and Anna 
Pickens all of Marion; her 
mother, LeVon Metheny; 
uncles, Curtis Pickens of 
Minnesota, James 
(Peggy) Pickens of Mis-
souri, George Pickens of 
Arizona, Joseph Pickens 
of Colorado and David 
Pickens of Idaho; aunts 
Katherine (James) Lemon 
of Ohio, Elizabeth (Wil-
lard) King of Missouri, 
Louise (James) Cochran 
of Ohio, Royce Pickens of 
Marion and a few cousins 
that were also her child-
hood friends. 

Matheney brought her 
smile and sunshine to 
many people. Graveside 
services were Tuesday, 
July 12 at Mapleview 
Cemetery. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Central 
Baptist Church. 

Paid obituary 

Rudd 
Wanda Priscilla 

(Browning) Rudd, 77, of 
Marion, died Saturday, 
July 9, 2022 at Princeton 
Nursing & Rehabilitation. 
She was born Nov. 25, 
1944 in Lexington, the 
younger child of Shellie 
and Alma Gladys Brown-

ing. She lived most of her 
childhood on a 60-acre 
farm on Wildcat Road in 
Symsonia, and with her 
husband Richard, raised 
her own children there. 
She was a 1962 graduate 
of Symsonia High School 
and a long-time member 
of Clarks River Baptist 
Church, followed by 28 
years as a member of 
Marion Baptist. She also 
was a member of the 
Crooked Creek Home-
maker’s Club.  She 
worked for a short time 
as a bookkeeper at Sym-
sonia High School and 
later as a partner with 
her husband in the Rudd 
Honey Company. To-
gether they served as vol-
unteer missionaries for 
four years in the 1980s, 
first at Highland Lakes 
Baptist Center in Mar-
tinsville, Ind., where she 
served as head cook for 
year-round camps and 
retreats, followed by a 
year at Newcastle Baptist 
Church in Wyoming.  
 Rudd was a loving and 

committed wife, mom, 
and grandmother who 
took great pride in mak-
ing a comfortable and 
peaceful home for her 
family. She and Richard 
together created a home-
stead complete with mul-

tiple vegetable gardens, 
cattle, bees and 
chickens. She was an 
avid baker, canner, 
seamstress, quilter, craf-
ter and decorator, and 
she especially loved cre-
ating family traditions 
around birthdays, holi-
days and snow days. 

Surviving are her hus-
band of 59 years, Rich-
ard; two daughters, 
Regina (Todd) Merrick  of 
Marion and Andrea (Ted) 
Peak  of Charlestown, 
Ind.; four grandchildren 
Emily Merrick (Ben Jay) 
of Brooklyn, NY, Ellen 
Merrick of Evansville, 
Adam Peak and Susanna 
Peak of Charlestown; a 
brother, Wayne (Rose-
mary) Browning  of Sym-

sonia; many cousins, 
sisters-in-law, nieces and 
nephews. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Gladys and Shellie 
Browning. 

Funeral services are at 
1 p.m., Thursday, July 
14 at Clarks River Bap-
tist Church, 10926 KY-
131, Symsonia KY, with 
burial in Clarks River 
Cemetery. 
 Visitation was from 5-

8 p.m., Wednesday, July 
13 at Filbeck-Cann Fu-
neral Home in Benton. 
Memorial contributions 
may be made in her 
memory to The Gideons 
International at sendthe-
word.org.  

Paid obituary 
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&dignity

affordability.

©ad昀nity®

We offer one of our most popular caskets 
together with our uncompromised service. 
That means we can create the funeral you 
had in mind, for much less than you would have expected—just one of 
the many ways you’ll be pleasantly surprised.

Burial Services 
Starting at 
$5,850*
• Professional Services
• 20 Gauge Steel Casket
•  Same Day Visitation  
and Funeral Service

•  Memorial DVD and 
Webcasting

212 East Main Street • Salem, Kentucky

270-988-3131
BoydFuneralDirectors.com

Serving our families since 1902

*Some cash advance items additional

School district retirees

Seven retirees of the Crittenden County School District 
were honored at the end of the school year. Above from
top are central office secretary Vanessa Shewcraft, 
maintenance director Greg Binkley, superintendent 
Vince Clark, special education director Jenni Gilkey; 
special education instructor Millie Hughes; elementary 
teacher Mandy Gardner; and elementary teacher De-
Lois Paddock. Each received a personalized cutting 
board commemorating their retirement. 
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STAFF REPORT
Gone are the days of carnival rides

and funnel cakes at the Crittenden
County Lions Club Fair, but the same
events that serve as the main attrac-
tions to the late-summer ritual are
back this year.
Contingency plans to operate the fair

despite Marion’s water shortage are in
place. While events at the fairgrounds
use very little water other than spray-
ing down the track for some of the fea-
ture events, organizer Natalie Parish
said water will be hauled in to support
the fair. Portable toilets always are on

site for events at the fairgrounds. Con-
cessions will be sold as usual.
This year’s fair events span from

July 19-Aug. 6.
Following is a list of featured events:
•July 19 Miss Crittenden County

Pageant, 6 p.m., Fohs Hall. Contact
Parish (270) 871-1363.
•July 23 Bluegrass Blowout Car

Show, fairgrounds. Awards presented
to top three vehicles in class. Contact
Matt Tinsley (270) 704-1477.
•July 30 USA Pullers Truck & Trac-

tor Pull, 7 p.m. Contact Jared Belt
(270) 871-4502.

•July 31 4-H Cupcake Wars. Regis-
ter by calling (270) 965-5236.
•Aug. 2 Youth Pet Show, 6 p.m., fair-

grounds
•4-H Exhibits viewing, 11 a.m.-3

p.m., Aug 3 and 1-6 p.m., Aug. 4.
•Aug. 5 Fair Breakfast and Critten-

den County Agriculture Hall of Fame
Induction, 7 a.m., Lions Club building
•Aug. 5 Enduro Derby, 7 p.m. Call

(270) 704-2818 for details.
•Aug. 6 Demolition Derby, 7 p.m.

Nine categories. Visit Iron Outlaw Pro-
motions on Facebook for details.

Weather YearbookWeather Yearbook

   Coldest     Warmest      Wettest
    Temp          Temp            Day
   50.5      95.0       1.74
  Wed., June 29      Thur., June 16          Fri., June 17

JUNE 2022

                                             2022        2021      2020       2019      2018
Average Temp         
Coldest Temp          
Hottest Temp           
Precipitation            
Wettest Day             

n Last month was the driest Crittenden County
June since 2016. The 2.4 inches of rainfall was a
good bit more than 2016’s one inch, but still well
below the average for that month. It was the driest
month so far of 2022 and together with May, the
community received just 5.6 inches of precip.
Some areas got more than 4 inches on one day in
early July. After the first 10 days of July, pockets in
the northern part of the county had gotten almost
5 inches more rainfall than Marion.

74.9
50.5
95.0
2.40
1.74

75.3
51.9
92.4
4.7
1.44

73.7
51.5
89.6
7.15
2.95

72.9
48.8
89.2
6.17
1.65

77.3
55.7
93.0
7.59
1.45

MARION POLICE activity report
Data below provided by Marion Police Department compare police activity for the month of
June 2022 to the same month in 2021. The chart also includes the previous month’s totals,
year-to-date police activity totals and a five-year monthly average.

                                                       JUNE           JUNE           MAY                2022           MONTHLY
CATEGORY                                  2022         2021            2022           YR TOTAL      5 YR AVG.
Miles driven/patrolled                                                            
Criminal investigations                                                        
Domestics                                                                              
Felony Arrests                                                                        
Misdemeanor arrests                                                            
Non-criminal arrests                                                              
DUI arrests                                                                             
Criminal summons served                                                      
Traffic citations                                                                       
Other citations
Traffic warnings                                                                     
Parking tickets                                                                       
Traffic accidents                                                                     
Security checks/alarms                                                         
Calls for service                                                                     

3,983
13
12
7
16
6
0
8
22
24
4
1
4
39
185

3,975
15
7
0
3
9
1
1
2
16
2
0
6
39
165

3,486
9
10
14
7
11
0
2
26
46
1
0
9
27
175

2970.9
13.3
8.5
4.4
8.3
6.8
0.8
2.5
18.3
19.4
7.6
0.2
5.7
52.0
185.9

22,192
65
43
35
45
67
2
18
97
175
20
1
34
217
1,016

MPD 270.965.3500
Police Chief
Ray O’Neal
Asst. Chief
Bobby West

On Facebook
Marion Police
Department
Marion-KY

County fair features fan favorites

STAFF REPORT
A civil lawsuit has been filed by a

Marion woman against Crittenden
County Board of Education and an el-
ementary school administrator alleg-
ing violation of free speech and First
Amendment rights.
Jennifer Wood, a mother of four local

students, claims in the lawsuit filed
July 1 that during the spring 2022
school semester, one of her children
came home from class asking ques-
tions about church and religion. In one
instance, the teacher had allegedly dis-

cussed words that sound alike but
have different meanings, using alter
and altar as an example. The teacher
allegedly defined altar as “like when
you go to church and you kneel down
and ask God to save you.”
According to the lawsuit filed in U.S.

District Court Western District of Pad-
ucah, Wood reported the incident to
Assistant Principal Laurie Holcomb,
who investigated the matter. The com-
plaint, which tells only the plaintiff’s
side of the story, alleges that no disci-
plinary action was taken against the

teacher; and furthermore, that a
school administrator had sought to
have Wood reprimanded by her supe-
riors at Audubon Early Head Start,
where Wood was working.
Wood, who the lawsuit describes as

non-religious, is seeking damages for
severe emotional distress, emotional
pain, suffering, inconvenience, mental
anguish and other losses to be deter-
mined at trial. No trial date has been
set. The school board and administra-
tor have until July 22 to file an initial
response. 

Local woman suing schools in religion case

Gas prices down, but...
Average gasoline prices in Ken-

tucky fell 14.8 cents per gallon
last week, averaging $4.39 per gal-
lon early this week, according to
GasBuddy's survey of 2,623 sta-
tions in Kentucky. Prices in Ken-
tucky are 42.7 cents per gallon
lower than a month ago and stand
$1.51 higher than a year ago. The
national average price of diesel has
declined 8.5 cents in the last week
and stands at $5.65 per gallon.
Patrick De Haan, head of petro-

leum analysis at GasBuddy, said
the country may see the trend last
a bit longer, as long as oil prices
remain cooperative and don't
surge beyond $105 per barrel, and
as long as refinery production of
gasoline remains strong. But we're
not completely out of the woods.
There remains risk of a price spike
in August that could mean new
record levels, should any disrup-
tions occur.



Schools move
tap onto C-L
water district

Crittenden County
School District has de-
clared a state of emer-
gency due to the
uncertainty of the avail-
ability of drinking water
and has begun to de-
velop a plan to tem-
porarily tap on to the
Crittenden-Livingston
Water District prior to
the beginning of
classes on Aug. 29.

The declaration was
unanimously approved
at last week’s school
board meeting. School
leaders discussed a va-
riety of issues regard-
ing the necessity,
logistics and construc-
tion that will be needed
to run a new independ-
ent water line from the
high school and middle
school campus across
Gum Street (US 60
West) in order to link up
with the county water
distribution system.

Crittenden Community
Hospital a couple of
weeks ago connected to
a county water line just
across Country Club
Drive from the hospital.

Building a connection
to the county water
system will be costly,
school leaders said, but
it must be done in
order to assure water
will be available when
students return for the
fall semester. 

A temporary connec-
tion to Crittenden
County Elementary
School will be easier to
achieve, School Board
Chairman Chris Cook
said.

There is also some
exploration among
community leaders of
the possibility of con-
necting the county jail
to Crittenden-Liv-
ingston’s distribution
system.

Fohs will host
arts festival

Arts exhibits, vendors
and demonstrations will
showcase the talents of
local and area residents
this fall during a Fall
Into the Arts Festival at
Fohs Hall all day Satur-
day, Sept. 24.

Organizers say the
event pairs perfectly
with historic Fohs Hall,
which is a community
centerpiece for cultural
events.

Art and fine craft ven-
dors are being accepted
through Aug. 1 for Fall
Into the Arts, said or-
ganizer Lexie Millikan, a
Community Arts Foun-
dation board member
and artist who has
shared her artistic tal-
ents throughout the
United States and
abroad.

Millikan said booth
space is available for
rent for individuals who
wish to sell their prod-
ucts. However, demon-
strations of dance or
artistic performances

are also being sought.
Booth rental is $20, and
artists must furnish
their own tables and
any other items needed
for display. 

The event’s framework
is similar to Christmas
in Marion, a longtime
holiday event once held
in Marion and coor-
dianted by the Critten-
den County
Homemakers. 

Only handmade prod-
ucts will be accepted
for Fall Into the Arts.

Millikan is excited to
bring her experience
coordinating this type
of event to Marion,
where she has resided
since 2018.

As director of the
Yeiser Art Center in Pa-
ducah, Millikan is direc-
tor of the Lower Town
Art and Music Festival
in Paducah, which at-
tracted 10,000 visitors
in May. The pre-COVID
Lower Town festival at-
tracted double the
crowd.

“Fall Into the Arts is a
celebration of the arts,”
said Millikan, a Marion
resident. “We hope all
kinds of mediums will
be represented and
people can come and
learn and see demon-
strations and try things
out, shop with vendors,
and see performances.

“I hope we can create
something here in Mar-
ion that people look
forward to, we hope
families will come and
enjoy art, celebrate and
learn what it’s all
about,” Millikan said.

For a vendor applica-
tion, email lexiemil-
likan@gmail.com.

Free colon
screening is
available

For almost two years,
Mercy Health – Lourdes
Hospital, Kentucky
Cancer Program and
Kentucky CancerLink
have worked together
to combat colon cancer,
ensuring that cost is
not a barrier to Ken-
tucky residents receiv-
ing a potentially
life-saving screening
colonoscopy.

Colon cancer is pre-
ventable with timely
screening and doctors
can treat colon cancer
successfully when it’s
found in the early
stages.

Through this state-
funded program, Ken-
tucky CancerLink
directs Kentuckians
who qualify to no-cost
colonoscopies at Mercy
Health – Lourdes Hos-
pital. Eligible Kentucky
residents must be be-
tween 45 and 75 years
of age and be unin-
sured or have an insur-
ance plan that does not

cover preventive
screenings or are
under-insured which
means there is a high
deductible/out-of-
pocket that is a barrier
to receiving
colonoscopy services.  

Those who qualify
and who have a family
history of colon cancer,
or certain health issues
that increase the risk of
colon cancer, may be
eligible for a
colonoscopy before age
45. The program can
also cover individuals
who do not have
Medicare Part B cover-
age and meet other eli-
gibility guidelines.
Financial guidelines and
health history can be
discussed on an indi-
vidual basis.

“I had a routine colon
screening just weeks
after turning 50 years
old, as my doctor had
suggested,” said Crit-
tenden Press owner Al-
lison Mick-Evans.
“While it was a shock
learning that I had
Stage 3 colon cancer, it
was a blessing that the
tumor was found before
progressing to an un-
operatble or untreat-
able stage.”

Taking time to get a
colon screening is in-
credibly important,
Mick-Evans said, and
she encourages every-
one age 45 or older or
anyone with a family
history of colon cancer

to take advantage of
this opportunity in Pad-
ucah.

“Since 2019, nearly
500 patients have re-
ceived no cost
colonoscopy services
through Kentucky Can-
cerLink, with approxi-
mately 45% of those
having polyps re-
moved,” says Cancer
Control Specialist Angie
Kinsey Timmons with
the Kentucky Cancer
Program.

“Kentucky CancerLink
provides a wonderful
service and so we’re
pleased to be working
with this organization
on the colonoscopy
program,” says John
Montville, executive di-
rector of Mercy Health –
Lourdes Hospital’s on-
cology service line. “Our
collaboration includes
the support of Purchase
Anesthesia, PSC, and
Pathology Associates of
Paducah, PSC, as we all
work together to ensure
we catch cancer early in
everyone, regardless of
their ability to pay.”

Contact Kentucky
CancerLink at 877-
597-4655 for addi-
tional information
about eligibility and/or
be enrolled in the pro-
gram. For more infor-
mation on colon cancer
symptoms and risk fac-
tors, visit cdc.gov/can-
cer/colorectal.

Funding for the
screening program is
courtesy of the Ken-
tucky Colon Cancer
Screening and Preven-
tion Program at the

Kentucky Department
for Public Health, which
helps address the prob-
lem of colon cancer in
the Commonwealth.  
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Fohs seeks
help as it
‘ups game’
To the Editor:
Fohs Hall, Inc. is pleased to an-

nounce closure of its successful cam-
paign to raise funds to install new
sound and light systems in the build-
ing. When we embarked on the cam-
paign in July 2021 it was truly taking
a leap of faith. We hired a contractor
and started purchasing equipment be-
fore we had raised a dime. But we knew
it had to be done for the good of Fohs
Hall and the community.  The goal was
to raise $50,000 and the goal was ex-

ceeded by raising almost $65,000.
On behalf of the board we say thank

you to the over 55 separate contribu-
tors. A special thank you for the lead-
ership shown by the Marion Tourism
Commission, by stepping up and being
our first major contributor. A list of all
contributors appears separately on this
page.
Part of the excess funds raised were

used to buy additional equipment that
was required through the installation.
The remaining funds will be used to es-
tablish a reserve fund for the booking
of artists and performers.  
The goal of the project was always to

take Fohs Hall to the next level as a re-
gional performing arts center.  So far
this year Fohs Hall has hosted the al-
ways successful Old Kentucky Hayride,
Joshua McMillen Band, children and
youth play “Into the Woods Jr.” pro-
duced by the Community Arts Founda-
tion – which was wildly successful –
and the Ben E. Clement Mineral Show.

Upcoming shows are The Return of
the Tapestry “Remove the Veil” on July
23 featuring The Beatles Abbey Road;
Terry Mike Jeffrey “The King & Dia-
mond” with music of Elvis Presley and
Neil Diamond on Sept. 17; Fall into Arts
Festival, a CAF production on Sept. 24;
Gospel Gathering on Oct. 7; Old Ken-
tucky Hayride Nov. 5; and the return of
the Paducah Symphony at 3 p.m., on
Sunday, Dec. 11.
Events like these are what Fohs Hall

is all about. Our goal is to have at least
one performance a month. However, as
we up our game, more volunteer work
is needed to host these events and we
issue this plea for volunteers to sign up
to help out as ushers, ticket tellers,
light, sound technician and overall as-
sistance.  If you can help, or if you have
suggestions, call me at  270-704-9000
or email alancstout@gmail.com.

Alan C. Stout, President
Fohs Hall, Inc.

Letters Policy
The Crittenden Press accepts and encour-

ages letters to the editor on a variety of sub-
jects. Letters should be submitted by 5 p.m.,
Friday the week before publication.
Submissions must include only the author’s
name (no multiple names or groups), address,
including hometown, phone number and signa-
ture. Phone numbers will not be published.
They are for our records only in order to
authenticate a letter’s author. Letters should be
written in good taste and in most cases should
not exceed 300 words. Letters will be edited for
spelling and grammar and The Crittenden
Press reserves the right to reject or edit letters
for clarity, brevity and otherwise at our discre-
tion. Writers should limit their letters to no more
than one per month. Original copies of submit-
ted letters will be retained in our files. Letters
may be presented at our office, sent to P.O.
Box 191, Marion, Ky., 42064 or preferablly
emailed to us at thepress@the-press.com.

Letter to the Editor

HUNT
Continued from page 1
ing, branding and other
visual compositions. His
job at Ohio State is much
like it was at Ole Miss, to
create snappy graphics
that student-athletes
and potential recruits
can use to promote
themselves, or that the
college can deploy for its
own marketing strate-
gies. 
Hunt, who knew early

in life that he had a
knack for artistry, de-
cided soon after earning
a degree in graphic com-
munications media and
graphic design from
Murray State that athlet-
ics would be his field of
dreams, and the internet
would be his canvas. He
urged Murray State to
give him a shot at devel-
oping engaging graphics
to promote its football
program. At small or
medium sized universi-
ties like Murray State,
there’s not too much
money for graphic artists
dedicated to one sport.
Until he joined the team,
MSU’s recruiting coaches
had been left to scratch
out social media designs
on their own. In some
cases, their feeble at-
tempts lacked the thump
that Hunt showed he
could bring to bear.
“At times, theirs were

just bare bones,” Hunt
said, so MSU warmed up
to his talent quickly and
that gig spilled over into
other sports, too.
When his longtime girl-

friend Ellie Smith started
college at Ole Miss, Hunt
tagged along on a leap of
faith then landed a job
with the Rebels football
program. There, he made
a name for himself and

several Power 5 football
programs began to no-
tice. He could have taken
a job with other big-time
teams, but decided on
Ohio State because of its
tradition and history.
The Buckeyes have won
eight national champi-
onships and 41 confer-
ence titles, mostly in the
football-heavyweight Big
10 Conference.
While he enjoys photo-

graphing and videoing
players, practices and
games at the collegiate
level, his ambition is to
one day develop his own
independent agency that
would do contract work
for professional sports
teams or perhaps ESPN,
Fox Sports Network, the
NFL or Major League
Baseball.
“Growing up a Steelers

fan, it would be pretty
cool to work in the NFL,”
he said.
Over the years, Hunt

has also built high
school team graphics for
his alma mater at Crit-
tenden County and Pad-
ucah Tilghman, where
former CCHS football
skipper Sean Thompson
now coaches.
“If you’re not posting,

not showcasing the
school and what you’re
all about, you are be-
hind,” Hunt said.
His art and designs are

used online, in mailers,
on posters and other
Ohio State promotional
material.
“I am loving it. Really,

it’s a surreal experience
to be able to wake up and
do this. It doesn’t feel like
a job to me. There are
long hours, but I go
home with a smile on my
face because I am so
happy with what I do,” he
said.

FOHS HALL PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 
PROJECT MAJOR SPONSORS 

($5,000 or more)
Fohs Hall, Inc. 

Marion Tourism Commission
Arenerich Massena

Edward Jones – Mickey and Susan Alexander
Farmers Bank & Trust Company,

The Family of Julius Fohs (Sohn Family)
Crittenden County Fiscal Court

The Fohs Foundation

SUPPORTERS ($1,000 – $4,999)
Alan and Doris Stout
The Peoples Bank

Marjorie Conrad, Lee Conrad and John Conrad (in memory of Linda Kupisch)
Mr. & Mrs. Earl Jackson

Gordon and Carole Guess
Guidewise Financial Group – Erick Dalton

The Frazer Family -Bill & Sherry, Bohn & Linda, Bart & Natasha, Ash-
ley (in memory of Ethel Tucker)

Becky Tyner Belt

CONTRIBUTORS (UP TO $999.99)
Phyllis Sykes, Joe and Susan Yarbrough, P&H Farms, Anonymous (2),
Mary Anne Campbell, Laura Hatcher, Kathleen Guess (In honor of

Gordon and Carole Guess 51st wedding anniversary),  Brandi Rogers,
Kim Pyle Brown, Judy Eskew Dack, Braden Locke, Jonathon Burden,
Shane Waters,  Charles and Nancy Hunt, Margaret Gilland, Brennan
Cruce, Life Line Screening of America, Geraldine Hunt, Bowtanicals,
Eddie & Barbara Hunt, Dr. Steve & Marie Burkhart, P&H Farms, Joan
& Terry Mollett  (in memory of Sadie Rankin Terry and William Lester ),
T. Rankin & Kristine Terry (in memory of Ruth O. & T.Rankin Terry), Dr.
Greg & Karen Maddux, Geraldine Beavers, Robert & Nancy Brock,
James & Phyllis O’Neal, Roger & Randa Simpson, Karen Ordway, JB
Designs (Judy Belt), Farmers Bank & Trust Company (In memory of
Joe Yarbrough), Bart & Natasha Frazer (In memory of Joe Yarbrough),
Jessica Taylor (In memory of Joe Yarbrough), Dr. Stephanie Call/Ani-
mal Practice Clinic (In memory of Joe Yarbrough), Dr. Brad & Shelly
Fulkerson (In memory of Joe Yarbrough), Thomas and Mary Weather-
wax & Balke Family (In memory of Joe Yarbrough), Leroy and Barbara

Hodge (In memory of Joe Yarbrough).
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“Over the long term, the 
future is decided by opti-
mists. To be an optimist 
you don’t have to ignore all 
the many problems we cre-
ate; you just have to imag-
ine improving our capacity 
to solve problems.” Kevin 
Kelly – 68 Bits of Unsolicit-
ed Advice at The Technium 
(https://kk.org/thetechn-
ium/68-bits-of-unsolicit-
ed-advice/)

It is one thing to say, 
“Don’t worry.” It is quite 
another to figure out how 
to do it without living in de-
nial of very real situations 
that push us to the limit of 
our faith and stamina, and 
then demand still more of 
us. Optimism and dimin-
ishing anxiety are not the 
same thing but they are 
related. Reducing worry 
in our lives, like anything 
worthwhile, takes practice 
and discipline.

The following list is my 
own. They work for me. 
Hopefully some of them 
work for you, too. Our cul-
ture is absolutely saturat-
ed with an[iety. ,t floats 
around and gloms on to all 
sorts of issues. It sticks to 
our leaders. It shoots out 
of our souls and wounds 
the people we say we care 
about most. It is some-
thing that less is always 
better than more.

Reducing worry is not 
about ignoring or deny-
ing the real problems we 
face. And I say reducing 
because there will always 

be some of it around. It 
is what we do with it that 
makes the difference. I 
recommend the 
website quoted 
above. Some 
readers are like-
ly familiar with 
0r. .elley. , find 
him refreshing.

Here is a 
short list of atti-
tudes and hab-
its that help me 
reduce worry in 
my life. I expect 
you have your 
own list and I 
would love to 
hear what those 
are.

I don’t have to 
change you for 
us to be friends. 
I have people in 
my life, good friends whom 
I would trust with my life 
who have radically differ-
ent views than I do. It re-
duces stress immensely 
if friendship is based on 
how we treat each other 
instead of what we believe. 

The movement of his-
tory is long and generally 
in a good direction for hu-
mans. We will always take 
steps back, but things are 
better for more people to-
day than when I was born 
a few decades ago. When 
we consider how much dif-
ferent they are than 150 or 
300 years ago, things are 
definitely better. :e have 
made embarrassingly aw-
ful mistakes. Some of our 

ancestors have a lot of ex-
plaining to do. But so will 
we. Just be part of making 

things better for 
people not in 
your own tribe.

Don’t grieve 
as others who 
have no hope. 
Paul says in I 
Thessalonians 
4:13-14, “We 
do not want 
you to be un-
informed about 
those who sleep 
in death, so 
that you do not 
grieve like the 
rest of man-
kind, who have 
no hope. For 
we believe that 
Jesus died and 
rose again, and 

so we believe that God will 
bring with Jesus those 
who have fallen asleep in 
him.” (NIV)

Transformation is pos-
sible and perpetual. Peo-
ple change. They change 
when there is a new, better 
path forward that is acces-
sible. It requires grace, for-
giveness and safety. There 
is no more vulnerable time 
in the life of a person than 
when the old is being shed 
and the new is being at-
tempted. It requires hon-
esty, care, and gentleness. 
After encouraging trans-
formation in Romans 12, 
Paul later says, “Accept 
one another, as Christ 
accepted you.” (Romans 

15:7).
Light doesn’t worry 

about dark – it just makes 
it go away. Jesus said of 
his followers in the Ser-
mon on the Mount. “You 
are the light of the world...
let your light shine.” Be 
light- let the darkness do 
the worrying.

I take time to be still. 
Psalm 46 speaks of trou-
ble and turmoil. It speaks 
of the earth giving way and 
storms at sea. It ends with 
the answer to when life 
moves too fast for us to 
comprehend. “Be still and 
know that I am God.” Slow 
down enough to gather 
yourself. Things may be 
as bad as they seem – or 
worse. Slowing the action 
down helps us make bet-
ter decisions.

Let the game come to me. 
One of my professors once 
said to me, “Prepare your-
self and you will be ready 
when the time comes.” 
,t is fine to be aggressive 
occasionally. Competition 
is often a good thing. But 
pressing too hard and 
worrying about outcomes 
takes it toll on us. Do what 
is in front of you to the 
best of your ability.

I am optimistic about life 
in general. I try not to wor-
ry. Peace.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Reducing worry takes discipline

Question: I have re-
cently lost my job and if 
that wasn’t enough, this 
week my wife was diag-
nosed with breast cancer. 
Our health insurance went 
out the window with my job 
loss. I’m worried about my 
wife’s health and that our 
savings and future securi-
ty will soon evaporate. I’m 
battling discouragement. Is 
there any hope for us?

Answer: None of us 
knows what lies ahead. In 
life, we will all have suffer-
ing. It’s been said, “Anyone 
who isn’t suffering now 

likely will be soon.” We will 
face problems that are too 
BIG for us. We’ll fight bat-
tles we don’t know how to 
fight. 

In our times of loss, 
pain and bewilderment, 
we need to rely on God’s 
strength and help. “God is 
our refuge and strength, an 

ever-present help in trou-
ble” (Ps. 46:1). Ask God for 
guidance and He will show 
you the way to go (Prov. 
3:5, 6).

Discouragement is hard 
to fight and depression is 
an even bigger battle. Je-
sus encouraged His fol-
lower, “Take heart! I have 

overcome the world” (Jn. 
16:33). He did not say 
“maybe” or “hopefully.” He 
spoke confidently because 
He was God present in 
human Áesh and He over-
comes all hardship. Our 
pain or hardships are never 
as powerful as Jesus is. 

If we have a personal re-
lationship with God through 
Jesus Christ, He’s our con-
queror. We can have peace 
and live with courage and 
hope because our victory is 
in Christ.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

In Christ, we have victory—no matter what we face

n Fredonia First Baptist Church is providing laundry service 
Fredonia First Baptist Church is providing laundry service 
for Marion, Ky. residents at the old Fredonia school park-
ing lot through Sunday, July 30. Laundry can be dropped 
off starting at 8 a.m. weekdays. Weekend hours may vary. 
Laundry will be washed, dried and folded. For more infor-
mation visit the church Facebook page.
n CCHS SBDM will meet at 3:30 p.m., Thurs., July 14 in 
the high school library.
n The Virgil Jones VFW will have a meeting at 6:30 p.m., 
Thursday, July 14 at 412 N. College Street in Marion. Re-
freshments will be served after meeting.
n Marion General Baptist will host its annual homecoming 
on Sunday, July 10. The Stone Family will provide special 
music following the 11 a.m., service and meal.
n  The VFW in Marion will be having Bingo starting at 5 
p.m. every Tuesday at 412 N. College St., Marion.
n Marion show and shine will be the fourth Thursday every 
month through Oct., weather permitting. Cars, trucks and 
motorcycles permitted at Crittenden County Courthouse, 
107 S. Main St., Marion, Ky. Sponsored by City of Marion 
Tourism. City of Marion Police Dept. authori]ed. 
n Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s clothes closet is open 
from 9 a.m. to noon on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month.
n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food pantry is open from 
1 to 3 p.m. the third Thursday of each month in Coleman 
Hall of the church.
n The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist Church is open from 
9 to 11:30 a.m. each Monday.
n Cave Springs Baptist Church between Lola and Joy in 
Livingston County offers food 24 hours a day, 7 days week 
at its outdoor Blessing Box in front of the church.

Community Events & News

Ask the Pastor
By Bob Hardison



A visit to Odessa school and Salt Peter Cave

Rep. Lynn Bechler
House Notes
Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion
House District 4 
Crittenden • Livingston
Caldwell • Christian (part)

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Ag & Small Business, 

vice-chair
Economic Development
Labor & Industry

Service
House: 2013-present 

Sen. Dorsey Ridley
Senate Notes
D-Henderson
Senate District 4 
Crittenden • Caldwell
Henderson • Webster
Livingston • Union

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Agriculture
Transportation
Banking & Insurance
State & Local Gov’t

Service
House: 1987-94
Senate: 2004-present 
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)

Allison
EVANS
Sta� writer

Write
Now

Regina
MERRICK
CCPL director

@ Your
Library

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

In the eastern part of 
Crittenden County there 
was a one-room school 
named Odessa. This 
school was located in the 
area of Crittenden Coun-
ty known as Blackburn. 
The road to Blackburn 
used to be named Por-
ters Mill Road, but today 
it is named Blackburn 
Church Road. Also lo-
cated in this area was 
a church and cemetery, 
known as Black-
burn Baptist 
Church. It’s been 
years since there 
were services 
there, but it is 
still standing to-
day and the cem-
etery is still well 
maintained and 
still in use. Be-
hind the church 
was the bluff 
named Turkey 
Hill, and the 
Bevens Branch 
ran through this 
area.  

Not far from 
the church was 
the one-room 
school of Odes-
sa. After the one-room 
school closed and con-
solidated with other 
schools, the Odessa 
school house was turned 
into a home by Mr. and 
Mrs. J. C. McConnell.  

In January of 1900, 
while the trees were still 
bare of their summer 
leaves and the beauti-
ful rocky landscape was 
easily visible from all 
around, the teacher, Mr. 
J. B. McNeely, took his 
students on a long hike 
and a wonderful visit to 
the Salt Peter Cave. 

–––
Visit To Odessa and 

Salt Peter Cave
The school enjoyed a 

pleasant trip to the old 
noted Saltpeter Cave 
one afternoon last week.  
This is truly one of the 
wonders in east Critten-
den. The main cave is in 
the shape of a half moon, 
straight edge along the 
side is about 100 yards 
and from center to vor-
tex 60 yards, overhead 
is roof shape forming an 
arch each way and the 
whole is half surround-
ed by a continuation of 
steep cliffs. 

–––
Salt Peter Cave

Salt Peter cave is tru-
ly one of the wonders of 
Crittenden County. But 
today things aren’t like 
they once were, where 
one could visit and en-
joy these sights, most of 
these wonders are now 
hidden from us and we 
are not allowed to visit 
them. Due to destruc-
tion and vandalism of 
careless sightseers, the 
locations of these sights 
now are heavily posted, 
and  not even owned by 
Crittenden County resi-
dents.

As far back as 1880, 
this cave was considered 
a wonder. This is a de-
scription of the cave that 

was printed in The Crit-
tenden Press, March 10, 
1880.

–––
There is a remarkable 

cave in the eastern part 
of this county, by those 
who live within its vicin-
ity it is commonly called 
the “Peter or Salt Peter 
Cave.  

Having heard some 
talk of the peculiarities 
of this cave while in its 

n e i g h b o r -
hood, we con-
cluded to visit 
it and gratify 
our curiosi-
ty concern-
ing the cave 
and believing 
it would be 
of interest to 
the readers 
of The Press 
we have pur-
posed to give 
them an ac-
count of what 
we saw.

The cave is 
about nine 
miles east of 
Marion.  It is 
located upon 

the farm of Messrs. Cam 
and Eph  Hill. (Owned 
today by a non-local per-
son and marked No Tres-
passing.)

Our way to the cave led 
us through several fields 
and cedar thickets up a 
gentle slope. This slope 
terminated at the base 
of an abrupt elevation 
which forms an apex of a 
considerable hill. On the 
side opposite the one we 
ascended and immedi-
ately under the hill, the 
cave is located.   

Standing upon the 
brink of the precipice 
formed by the almost 
perpendicular declivity 
of the hillside, a grand 
sight presents itself to 
view.  Grim, gray cliffs 
crowned with mournful 
pines and gloomy cedars 
and decked here and 
there with patches of 
moss and rock ivy, form 
a romantic amphithe-
ater of semicircular form 
about the mouth of the 
cave.  

There is something 
amazing about these 
cliffs; for they are not 
only very high, but their 
stupendousness consists 
in being with but a few 
exceptions, formed by 
one solid stone.  Some of 
them forming grand tow-
ering walls to the height 
of 300 feet.

Five hundred feet be-
low through the inter-
vening timber, old Piney 
Creek could be indis-
tinctly seen, “moving its 
slow length along” like 
some huge silver ser-
pent.  

The scene near the 
mouth of the cavern is 
somewhat impressive. 
The grim over hanging 
crags with their time 
stained fronts; throwing 
their lengthened shad-

ows across the tall leaf-
less oaks far over the 
immediate vicinity of the 
cave, lend to the scene 
a melancholy influence.  
The solitude was intense.  

–––
History of Cave’s Name

On entering the cave we 
discovered a number of 
rudely constructed hop-
pers filled with a grayish 
brown dust.  This dust 
subsists in great quanti-
ties in the cave, and con-
tains a large percent of 
niter.  The dust is thrown 
into the hoppers, water 
is then poured upon it 
till saturated, this pro-
duces a kind of lye.  The 
lye is put into large ket-
tles, boiled down and 
then run into troughs to 
crystallize.  This is the 
method of farmers in the 
neighborhood of making 
saltpeter for their domes-
tic use. 

–––
Cave of Bones

Our curiosity was 
aroused on seeing the 
great quantity of human 
bones scattered about 
the cave, mingled with 
the dust. While we were 
examining these frag-
ments, our companion 
who was familiar with 
the place proposed “why 
don’t we dig up an In-
dian?” We accordingly 
went to work, using our 
hands as digging tools, in 
absence of more efficient 
utensils. Every handful 
of dust contained frag-
ments of human bones.

At the depth of about 
three feet, we examined 
a complete skeleton; but 
it was was so highly de-
composed that the skull 
crumbled in our hands 
in the attempt to remove 
it.  Our companion, with 
the assistance of a clap-
board, brought to light a 
fine skeleton in a tolera-
ble fair state of preserva-
tion. The skull was above 
the medium size and the 
jaw bone quite massive.  
We compared it with our 
skeleton, but found it a 
great deal the largest, 
and we must acknowl-
edge that we have quite 
a reasonable quality of 
cheek ourselves.  

This skeleton was ev-
idently the frame work 

of some big ‘Injun,” the 
arm and thigh bones 
were long and heavy and 
were undoubtedly once 
clothed with muscles of 
great power.

We felt quite safe in 
beholding the remains 
of our red brother all 
peaceable and composed 
at our feet.  But our feel-
ings would have been 
different no doubt had 
he been alive and desir-
ous of lifting our hair.  

We think the archae-
ologist could make some 
very interesting discover-
ies by investigating the 
cave and its contents. 
The history of the human 
bones as well as those of 
animals, deposited there, 
is unknown.  They were 
evidently placed there at 
a very remote period.  

The interior of the 
cave is very dry, and 
it must have required 
a great lapse of time 
to have wrought upon 
these their present state 
of decomposition.  Our 
private opinion is that a 
bone would not rot in a 
thousand years in such a 
place.  What a tale could 
they unfold, were they 
empowered to speak.

–––
My notes:  This article 

was written for The Crit-
tenden Press in March of 
1880, 142 years ago. The 
cave probably kept many 
of its secrets buried for 
many years.  I’m not 
sure when the popular 
search started of finding 
and digging up these Na-
tive American bones, ar-
tifacts and history of the 
past, but Salt Peter Cave 
was a favorite destina-
tion during many years 
past for such diggings. 
I’d say it was picked 
clean many, many, years 
ago of anything of  im-
portance.  But it’s nice 
to be able to read how it 
was all those many years 
ago and what a wonder-
ful place it was to visit. 

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).

Entering the cave you can see its massive size. A humble 
feeling goes over you as you realize the history that you 
are standing in and the hundreds of years the cave has 
been there, realizing it’s history has been removed over 
the years.
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Carly Travis, of Marion, 
along with Beverly Rogers 
Academy of Dance came 
home with many National 
Titles from 
P l a t i n u m 
Dance Co. 

T r a v i s ’ 
solo scored 
p l a t i n u m 
and she is 
the Nation-
al Champi-
on in jazz. 

Her trio 
scored Plat-
inum Plus, 2nd over, Na-
tional Champion in Con-
temporary and was 1 of 
3 duo/trios invited to the 
Battle of the Best.

Her 3 small groups 
scored 2 Platinum Plus 
and Platinum. They took 
the 1st, 2nd and 3rd over-
all places. They are Na-
tional Champions in both 
contemporary and musi-
cal theatre.

Two small groups were 
invited to the Nation-
al Championship Gala 
where they competed with 
7 other groups. They took 
the 2nd place in the Best 
of the Best Champion-
ship.

Travis

Travis takes 
home titles in 
dance event

The large half-moon shaped opening of the Salt Peter 
Cave is an impressive sight surrounded by rocky walls, 
cliffs and overhangs.



for sale
Square bales of straw, $3 per 
bale. (270) 704-6015. Near 
Marion. (2t-29-p)

yard sales
254 Sturgis Rd., Thurs., July 
14, Fri., July 15 and Sat., July 
16. Household items, kitch-
enware, glassware, Christ-
mas Décor and lots more. 
(1t-28-c)rk
Yard sale and giant puzzle 
sale, Fri., July 15 and Sat., 
July 16, 7 a.m.-?, 229 W. De-
pot St., Marion, Ky. Lots of 
yard sale items, canceled in 
case of rain. (1t-28-p)

employment
Pilot needed at the Cave in 
Rock Ferry. Masters license 
with passenger endorsement 
required, 40/hr week, com-
petitive pay and benefits. In-
quire Monday through Friday 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. by phone 
(618) 289-4599. (2t-29-c)
The Earle C. Clements Job 
Corps Academy is seek-
ing employees. We offer a 
competitive salary, benefits 
package and advancement 
opportunities.  NEW!  SIGN-
ON BONUSES FOR MOST 
POSITIONS! Now offering a 
$15 minimum wage! MTC is 
an equal opportunity employ-
er-Minority/Female/Disabled/
Veteran. To view current 
openings and qualifications 
and to apply, please visit our 
website: www.mtctjobs.com  
“Building Tomorrow’s Futures 
Today” (4t-30-p)
LABORERS NEEDED IM-
MEDIATELY! Full-time local 
positions, 1st & 2nd shift po-
sitions available now!  Good 
starting wage $14 or more 
based on skill & experience. 
Must pass background & 
drug screen.  Apply at Liber-
ty Tire Recycling, 2071 US 
60 West, Marion KY or email 
resume to hmaloney@liber-
tytire.com. Call for more info 
270-965-3613. Equal Oppor-
tunity Employer.  (tfc)

services
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel build-
ings, walls, sidewalks, drive-
ways, room additions, rock 
driveways, clean ditches. Call 
for quote (270) 724-4672, Joe 
Mattingly Concrete Construc-
tion. (12t-32-p)

bid notice
SURPLUS PROPERTY BID 
NOTICE: The Crittenden 
County Fiscal Court has de-
clared on behalf the Sheriff 
Department the following 
as surplus property and is 
accepting sealed bids. One 
2008 Pontiac G6, Maroon 
in color, and 192,412 miles. 
The unit can be inspected by 
contacting the Sheriff Depart-
ment at 270-965-3400.
All bids must be submitted to 
the county Judge Executive’s 
office at 107 S. Main St.- Ste. 
208 Marion KY 42064 or 

emailed to jada.williams@
crittendencountyky.org by 
4:30 p.m. July 20, 2022. Bids 
will be opened and read aloud 
at the regular meeting of the 
Fiscal Court on July 21, 2022, 
at 8:30 a.m. Please indicate 
“BID - PONTIAC G6” on the 
outside of the envelope or in 
the subject line of an email.
If you have any questions 
regarding this bid notice, 
contact the Sheriff Office at 
270-965-3400.  The County 
reserves the right to accept 
or reject any or all bids in 
accordance with KRS 45-A. 
(1t-28-c)

notice
Advertise your job opening, 
event, items for sale, auction 
etc. in this newspaper plus 83 
other Kentucky newspapers 
including The Paducah Sun, 
Kentucky New Era (Hopkins-
ville), The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Journal-En-
terprise, The Union County 
Advocate, The Henderson 
Gleaner, The Livingston 
Ledger and The (Madison-
ville) Messenger and for only 
$250. Save time and money 
by making one call for all! For 
more information, contact the 
classified department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at ad-
vertising@the-press.com. 

statewides
CABLE/UTILITIES

Cable Price Increase Again? 
Switch To DIRECTV & Save 
+ get a $100 visa gift card! 
Get More Channels For Less 
Money. Restrictions apply. 
Call Now! 844-959-4732
DIRECTV for $79.99/mo for 
12 months with CHOICE 
Package. Watch your fa-
vorite live sports, news & 
entertainment anywhere. 
First 3 months of HBO Max, 
Cinemax, Showtime, Starz 
and Epix included! Directv is 
#1 in Customer Satisfaction 
(JD Power & Assoc.) Some 
restrictions apply. Call 1-866-
292-5435
DirecTV Satellite TV Service 
Starting at $74.99/month! 
Free Installation! 160+ chan-
nels available. Call Now to 
Get the Most Sports & En-
tertainment on TV!  855-695-
7008
DISH Network. $59.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-633-4574
DIRECTV Stream - Carries 
the Most Local MLB Games! 
CHOICE Package, $89.99/
mo for 12 months. Stream on 
20 devices in your home at 
once. HBO Max included for 
3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 
or higher.) No annual con-
tract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-888-340-6138

CELLULAR
Great new offer from AT&T 
Wireless! Ask how to get the 
new iPhone 12 mini for as 
low as $0 with trade in. While 
supplies last! CALL 1-877-
328-0440

CREDIT CARD DEBT
Credit Card Debt Relief! Re-
duce payment by up to 50%! 
Get one LOW affordable 
payment/month. Reduce 
interest. Stop calls. FREE 
no-obligation consultation 
Call 855-761-1456
Credit Card Debt Relief! Re-
duce payment by up to 50%! 
Get one LOW affordable 
payment/month. Reduce 
interest. Stop calls.  FREE 
no-obligation consultation 
Call 855-672-9454

EDUCATION/TRAINING
EARN YOUR HOSPITALITY 
DEGREE ONLINE!  Earn 
your Associates Degree ON-
LINE with CTI!  Great career 
advancement with the right 
credentials!  Learn who’s hir-
ing!  Call 855-610-1709. (M-F 
8am-6pm ET)

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Attention all homeowners 
in jeopardy of Foreclosure? 
We can help stop your home 
from foreclosures. The Fore-
closure Defense helpline can 
help save your home. The 
Call is absolutely free. 1-855-
685-9465
Wesley Financial Group, LLC 
Timeshare Cancellation Ex-
perts Over $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free infor-
mational package and learn 
how to get rid of your time-

share! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 855-977-4979

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest last-
ing material steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! Three styles 
and multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a lifetime! 
Limited Time Offer - $500 
Discount + Additional 10% 
off install (for military, health 
workers & 1st responders.) 
Call Erie Metal Roofs: 1-888-
306-0302
BATH & SHOWER UPDAY! 
Affordable prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months!  Life-
time warranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military Dis-
counts available.  Call 1-866-
574-9040.
Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call to-
day! Financing available. Call 
Safe Step 1-888-302-4539

HOME SERVICES
Vivint. Smart security. Pro-
fessionally installed. One 
connected system for total 
peace of mind. FREE profes-
sional installation! Four FREE 
months of monitoring! Call 
now to customize your sys-
tem. 1-888-609-0373
Prepare for power outag-
es today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator $0 
Money Down + Low Monthly 
Payment Options Request a 
FREE Quote – Call now be-
fore the next power outage: 
1-844-688-8576
The Generac PWRcell, a so-
lar plus battery storage sys-
tem. SAVE money, reduce 
your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full 
installation services available. 
$0 Down Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, no obliga-
tion, quote today. Call 1-844-
499-0041

IRS HELP
ARE YOU BEHIND $10k 
OR MORE ON YOUR TAX-
ES? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfiled 
tax returns, payroll issues, & 
resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
855-977-2847 (Hours:  Mon-
Fri 7am-5pm
Need IRS Relief? $10K - 
$125K+? Get Fresh Start or 
Forgiveness Call 1-866-533-
1701 Monday through Friday 
7AM-5PM PST

INSURANCE SERVICES
DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-855-900-7392 www.
dental50plus.com/26 #6258
Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! No 
medical exam or health ques-
tions. Cash to help pay funer-
al and other final expenses. 
Call Physicians Life Insur-
ance Company- 844-950-
2448 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/kypress

MEDICAL
Attention Viagra users: Ge-
neric 100 mg blue pills or ge-
neric 20 mg yellow pills. Get 
45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. Call 
Today 1-877-707-5657

MISCELLANEOUS

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. Call 866-256-
1169
Earthlink High Speed Inter-
net. As Low As $14.95/month 
(for the first 3 months.) Reli-
able High Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earth-
link Today 1-866-930-8254
HughesNet Satellite Internet 
–Call Today for speeds up 
to 25mbps as low as $59.99/
mo! Finally, no hard data lim-
its! $75 gift card, terms apply. 
1-866-481-29844G 
4G LTE Home Internet Now 
Available! Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds plus 
take your service with you 
when you travel! As low as 
$109.99/mo! 1-877-706-4439
ATTENTION HOMEOWN-
ERS!! YOU CAN PROTECT 
YOUR APPLIANCES AND 
SYSTEMS. For just a little 
more than a $1.00/day. Call 
now for First month free, 
$75.00/off 1st year. 1-855-
536-7294
Cable Price Increase Again? 
Switch To DIRECTV & Save 
+ get a $100 visa gift card! 
Get More Channels For Less 
Money. Restrictions apply. 
Call Now! 1-844-959-4732
Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? 
You And Your Family May Be 
Entitled To Significant Cash 
Award. Call 888-888-8888 
for Information. No Risk. No 

Money Out Of Pocket. 1-855-
635-9214
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
GUITARS! 1920-1980 Gib-
son, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 
866-812-4393
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920 Book 

manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion 
and Distribution Call for Your 
Free Author`s Guide 1-855-
209-2951 or visit dorrancein-
fo.com/Kentucky
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The
Crittenden 

Press
125 E. Bellville St.,

P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-3191
information@the-press.

com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classified ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classified 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classified in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.



Adou Thiero is the low-
est rated and least
known newcomer on
John Calipari’s roster
this season and knew he
had to show quickly that
he belonged at Kentucky.
“I’m sur-

prised by how
my team-
mates are
very consis-
tent with
their shot.
Everyone is
fast. Every-
one talks on
d e f e n s e , ”
Thiero said.
“I didn’t really
play against people like
that (in high school), but
it’s a good thing to see
now.
“I think it will help me

a lot. They’ll bring out the
best in me so I just have
to bring it every day.”
He had gone against

Kentucky senior center
Oscar Tshiebwe once in a
high school scrimmage
game and it was a turn-
ing point in Thiero’s ca-
reer at Quaker Valley
(Pa.).
“I got my starting posi-

tion after playing them
because nobody wanted
to challenge Oscar and
go get a rebound. So I
went in and got a re-
bound over him,” Thiero
said. “That’s when my
coaches realized, ‘He
wants it. He’s going to
play hard every second.’”
Tshiebwe sort of remem-
bered the scrimmage and
Thiero getting a rebound
a little differently.
“He had a lot of confi-

dence. He was playing
good,” Tshiebwe said
about Thiero. “I was
doing my thing. He was
just a kid. He has got bet-
ter and he is in a pro-
gram where everybody is
working.”
So how did a freshman

guard get a rebound
against Tshiebwe?
“Some rebounds just

come in your hands. The
ball just jumps in your
hands and you can say, ‘I
got a rebound against
Oscar,’” Tshiebwe  said.
“I’ll let them get those. I
tell them, ‘You can get
many rebounds in prac-
tice, but you’re not get-
ting those in the game.’”
--------------------------
Alabama four-star de-

fensive back Avery Stuart
is one of the higher rated
recruits that coach Mark
Stoops has landed at UK
and currently the highest
ranked player in UK’s
2023 recruiting class. He
picked UK over Florida
State, Auburn, Penn
State, Oklahoma and
others.
With all the focus on

how name, image and
likeness (NIL) and the im-
pact it is having on re-
cruiting, I asked Alabama
Christian Academy coach
Michael Summers if any
NIL incentives influenced
Stuart’s decision.
“Not that I know of,”

Summers said. “I think
some other schools …
(UK assistant) coach
(Frank) Buffano said he
could not talk about that
kind of stuff right now. 
“I respect that. That is

being by the book. I am
sure if he gets there and
does his job, that stuff
will take care of itself.
But they (UK) had
enough integrity not to
break the rules.”
Stuart is the No. 20

highest rated commit-
ment all-time at UK ac-
cording to 247Sports and
raved about receivers
Dane Key and Keaten
Wade, two stars in the
2022 recruiting class,
and 2023 receiver
Shamar Porter. He is re-
garded as the nation’s

12th best safety by
247Sports and 197th
best player.
Stuart also plays re-

ceiver because Alabama
Christian is a 1A school
enrollment-wise playing
up in 3A against schools
with more numbers. 
“He obviously plays

safety but we also need
him at receiver,” Sum-
mers said. “That’s not his
natural spot but we beat
our city rival who was
state runner-up and he
had a big interception
but also a really big
touchdown catch.
“We are a run team but

our quarterback is pretty
good at getting him the
ball. We are hoping peo-
ple double team him and
we can run it down their
throat. If not and they
don’t double team him,
we are going to throw it
up and let him go get it.”
Summers said he’s

known Stuart was spe-
cial for several years and
has tried to help promote
him as much as possible.
“We got information out

on him but he also plays
a lot of 7-on-7 ball to get
his name out there. He
went to a lot of camps to
get a lot of tape out. A
combination of all that
and his special talent
made a lot of schools no-
tice him and Kentucky is
getting a really, really
good player,” Summer
said.
--------------------------
Freshman Cassidy

Rowe says her first
month with the Kentucky
basketball team has been
“amazing’ and while the
transition to college bas-
ketball has been hard it
was what she was ex-
pecting.
“The coaching staff, my

teammates, everyone has
just been so good to me,”
Rowe said. “I feel like

Kentucky’s coaching staff
has great coaches but
they also care for you as
a person first. That is
huge with them every
single day and that
makes the atmosphere
here amazing.”
Rowe suffered two

major knee injuries dur-
ing her prep career at
Shelby Valley and then
broke her right wrist late
last season. The Ken-
tucky-Indiana All-Star
series was her first time
back.
“Now I am getting more

confidence every practice
we have,” Rowe said. 
She’s even got a taste

of boxing through a team
bonding function coach
Kyra Elzy had.
“We went through a

boxing class and it was
pretty hard. We hit a
punching bag for eight or
nine rounds of different
techniques. It was really
a hard workout,” Rowe
said. “We also did some
ab exercises. I had never
worn boxing gloves or
done anything like that
before and had no idea
how hard it would be.”
--------------------------
Kentucky got a huge

recruiting commitment
from 6-4, 300-pound Al-
abama lineman Koby
Keenum Saturday. Ri-
vals.com ranks him as
the No. 3 center in the
2023 recruiting class. 
However, there was a

time Keenum envisioned
himself as an elite base-
ball prospect. 
Mars Hill Bible School

coach Darrell Higgins
says Keenum was a base-
ball player when he came
to the school as an
eighth-grader.
“I had to talk him into

playing football. Finally
his sophomore year he
fell in love with football
and the grind,” he said.
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Larry
Vaught
UK Sports Columnist

Vaught’s
Views

50 YEARS AGO
July 13, 1972
n Michael Nelson purchased the
local Babb Drugs business. 
n The Dycusburg Alumni held a
meeting in which new officers were
elected. They were Neoval Decker,
vice-president; Geneva Dycus, secre-
tary-treasurer; and Ralph Bragdon,
president. 
n Charles Richard Aldridge was
awarded the Gordon Smith and
Thomas G. Smith scholarship for the
1972-73 school year.

25 YEARS AGO
July 17, 1997
n Brent Corley of Marion was com-
missioned as an officer in the U.S.
Army as a result of participating in the
Reserve Officer Training Corps pro-
gram while at Centre College. 
n Chris Yandell assumed the duties
of treasurer of the Interfraternity
Council at Murray State University. 
n Heather Loveless was named an
All-American Scholar and a United
States National Award winner by the
United States Achievement Academy. 

10 YEARS AGO
July 12, 2012
n Sherri Wright Mayo and Nancy
Drone were formally celebrated for
their artwork at the dedication cere-
mony for nine murals that depict Mar-
ion buildings as they were many
years ago. 
n Beck’s Hybrids Seed Company
awarded Corey Bruns of the Critten-
den County FFA Chapter with a
scholarship to assist him with his col-
lege expenses. Bruns served as
chapter chaplain and vice president
as well as being chosen as Pennyrile
Region Star Farmer in Agribusiness. 
n Marion’s junior Bobcats finished
their season after playing in five tour-
naments and 17 games total. Mem-
bers of the 8-under travel team were
Evan Belt, Ian Ellington, Logan
Young, Peyton Purvis, Maddox Carl-
son, Hayden Jones, Jack Reddick,
Benjamin Evans, Tucker Sharp,
Travis Perry, Luke Crider and Tanner
Beverly. 

We’ve talked quite a bit about
gardens in my past articles, so
I’m wondering if you’re har-
vesting lots of veggies. Hope-
fully you’ve had enough
rainfall to make your garden
produce well. With all of the
water woes
faced by folks
in Marion, it is
good to see
that watering
gardens is on
the “approved”
list of water
usage this
summer. 
Speaking of

water, I’m
guessing that
most of you
have no idea
that I grew up
in the water business. That
was a long time ago. The story
actually begins back before I
was even born. Many of you
know that I was born and
reared in Salem, just down the
road from Marion. In 1952-53,
my dad, J.W. Clarke, along
with some other capable men,
installed the original water sys-
tem for the town of Salem. 
Daddy was the backhoe

man; he would have been 31
years old in 1952. The brains
of the outfit was Bub Butler
(father of Gerald Butler and co-
owner of Salem Telephone
Company) and Bob Shelby.
(Mr. Shelby had an small elec-

trical/plumbing shop at the
edge of Salem across the road
from the Salem hospital.) 
The original well for the

Salem water system was lo-
cated at the corner of US 60
and Crawford Lane just west of
Salem, near the current Tam-
bco station. As the city grew
and there were more demands
for water, especially with a hos-
pital and a nursing home, the
city needed an additional water
supply. A new well was drilled
about 500 feet south of the
original well, also on Crawford
Lane. The 2-inch submersible
pump in the new well provided
almost double the water of the
1 1/2-inch pump in the origi-
nal well. Plus, the water quan-
tity seemed unlimited as the
new pump could not lower the
water level even with continu-
ous pumping.
I’m guessing that I was 10-

12 years old when the new well
and pump went online. I re-
member “helping” install the
pump into the new well. This
increased availability of water
was more than adequate for a
time. However, if my memory is
correct, when the Salem hospi-
tal installed a sprinkler sys-
tem, the Salem Water System
did not have the water pres-
sure or pipe capacity to provide
the water flow necessary for
the sprinkler system. I believe
that this was when it was de-
termined that the best way to

provide adequate quantity of
water flow and water pressure
(those are 2 totally different
things, by the way) was to in-
stall a new water line to con-
nect with the Marion Water
System. 
Can you imagine a time

when Marion had enough
water to sell to another whole-
sale distributor?
When the new line was in-

stalled, it tied into the Marion
system just west of the US 60
West and Country Club Drive
intersection on the south side
of US 60 in Marion. Many of
you will remember the large
blue water standpipe, other-
wise called a water tank, on
the north side of US 60 on top
of Moore Hill. That standpipe
had Salem printed on it. The
best I can figure out, the Salem
and Marion line was installed
around 1976 or 1977. Thanks
to Angela Hunter for helping to
determine that date by looking
through the City of Salem
archives.
Once connected to the Mar-

ion water line, Salem hospital
had no problems having ade-
quate flow and pressure for
their sprinkler system. In fact,
the pressure at the hospital’s
meter was around 135 PSI
coming off of the new 8-inch
water main before the pressure
regulator valve was installed by
the meter to reduce the pres-
sure to its desired specifica-

tions. 
I helped my dad several

times install new water service
connections to the Salem-Mar-
ion line between Salem and the
top of Moore Hill. I even read
the water meters for a time. As
I recall, customers west of Crit-
tenden Springs Road were
Salem customers; Marion had
the customers east of that
point. 
I also remember working

with Bro. Robert Phillips on
several occasions. I believe he
was in charge of the Marion
Water System for several years. 
In February 1981, my dad

went to work full-time with the
USPS as a rural letter carrier.
He had been a substitute mail
carrier for 25 years. When that
occurred, the City of Salem
hired me to become their water
superintendent. I was 23 years
old. Having grown up in the
water system, I was pretty
well-acquainted with all of the
water stuff. Daddy was never
too far away and always happy
to assist with locating pipes
and valves, plus sharing addi-
tional wisdom along the way. 
Salem was also making

plans to install a city sewer
system the following year. I
went to “water school” the
summer of 1981 to get my
water treatment and water dis-
tribution certifications. I also
received my sewer treatment
and sewer distribution certifi-

cations. Then something to-
tally unexpected happened.
God called me into full-time
ministry. I surrendered to the
ministry on Sunday, Nov. 8,
1981. I went to Salem City Hall
the following day to resign from
my position as water superin-
tendent. 
I had a farm machinery auc-

tion in December and relocated
to Campbellsville in January
1982 where I began this brand
new chapter in my life – college
and seminary. There’s so much
more to this story, but I have
filled my available space. We’ll
have to complete the story next
month and include George Pat-
mor, Crittenden-Livingston
Water District, etc. By the way,
how many times do you flush
your toilet each day? Did you
know that by simply replacing
your old toilet  – which proba-
bly uses five gallons of water
for each flush – with one of the
more modern toilets – 1.6 gal-
lons per flush – you can save
lots of money on your monthly
water bill, and roughly 1,000
gallons of water.
I’ll see you next month. In

the meantime, let’s all pray for
rain!

Author Chris Clarke was
raised in Crittenden and Liv-
ingston counties and has a
cowby ministry called Happy
Trails. You can contact him via
email at wcclarke1@gmail.com.

Chris 
CLARKE
Press Columnist

Happy Trails

Crittenden County’s 10-under all-star fast-pitch softball
team was runnerup in the Caldwell County Tournament
played the weekend before last. Pictured are (front
from left) Ava Tabor, Alivia Mattingly, London McCord,
Aria Kinnis, Whitley Lovan, (back) Addie Nelson, Lilly
Capello, Sadie Green, Madison Teas and Brooklyn
Lovell. The coaches are Tanner Tabor, Joe Capello and
Wes Lovell.

Recalling early days of the county’s water district

Free, family-friendly
science learning kits will
be available at Critten-
den County Public Li-
brary beginning
Wednesday, July 13.
Created by Kentucky

Science Center in part-
nership with the Ken-
tucky Department for
Libraries and Archives
(KDLA), these Do Science
at Home STEAM Kits will
encourage families to
learn together through a
variety of STEAM experi-
ences, Examples of avail-
able activities include
discovering art and pat-
terning through weaving,
taking on engineering
challenges with light-up
dough sculptures, and
analyzing hidden mes-
sages using a cypher
code.
There is no need to reg-

ister, families can drop
by the library any time
after Wednesday to pick
up the kits. Each family
can receive one of each of
the three kits while sup-
plies last. Kits are pro-
vided free of charge to
families thanks to a
$75,000 Institute of Mu-
seum and Library Serv-
ices grant from the
KDLA.
With themes like Cre-

ate, Explore and Sleuth,
each Kentucky Science
Center Do Science at
Home STEAM Kit will
feature 3-4 activities fo-
cusing on developing Sci-
ence, Technology,
Engineering, Art, and
Math (STEAM) skills in a
fun way. Each kit in-
cludes guided instruction
and additional resources
for continued exploration
for families with students
in grades 3-6.
“Our Do Science at

Home STEAM Kits make
it possible for science
learning to continue
throughout the summer
in a way that’s hands-on
and engaging for children

and parents alike,” says
Kentucky Science Center
Chief Executive Officer
Mike Norman. “As the
State Science Center of
Kentucky, we are excited
for this opportunity to
provide high-quality sci-
ence activities direct to
communities throughout
the Commonwealth, en-
suring that families who
don’t have the chance to
visit our flagship location
in Louisville still have the
opportunity to Do Sci-
ence with us.”
Kentucky Science Cen-

ter’s Do Science at Home
STEAM Kits will aid
statewide and local ini-
tiatives to eliminate
STEAM learning gaps be-
tween in-school and at-
home experiences
available for students. By
providing students with
durable science kits
available through state li-
braries, Kentucky Sci-
ence Center and KDLA
hope to introduce
STEAM opportunities at
an earlier age, promote
literacy through library
engagement, and help
address Kentucky’s
statewide proficiency
gaps.
Kentucky Science Cen-

ter is a nonprofit educa-
tional institution that
encourages people of all
ages to do science in en-
gaging, educational and
entertaining ways to in-
spire a lifetime of learn-
ing. Designated the
“State Science Center of
Kentucky” by the 2002
Kentucky General As-
sembly, Kentucky Sci-
ence Center features
interactive exhibits and
engaging programs for
children, families, and
adults. Kentucky Science
Center is committed to
growing a scientifically
literate community that
investigates, questions,
and challenges.

Thiero little known Cal recruit, but solid Free science activity kits
available at public library
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PLANT
Continued from page 1
of the raw water shortage,
that’s been trimmed back to
12 hours.
Water from Old City Lake

is being sucked into the
plant where it’s purified, fil-
tered, purified again then
pumped to the city’s two
600,000-gallon stand pipes
on top of Wilson Hill. 
As the lake has become

more shallow, treating its
water has gotten tougher.
The boil water advisory is-

sued late last week was due
to difficulties meeting state
guidelines for drinking
water. Fighting manganese,
iron, organics and other ele-
ments not suitable for
potable water is part of a
balancing act for Black and
the other operators. At their
disposal are fluoride, chlo-
rine, coagulants, caustic
soda and other chemicals
and additives that create
drinking water from a fish-
ing hole.
“We are always keeping an

eye on the pH level,” he said.

“We’re doing the best we can
do with what we’ve got.”
Testing is done daily. A

water quality consultant has
been at the plant often dur-
ing the water crisis to help
make sure the chemistry
stays on track. Water in the
lake is also monitored regu-
larly.
“We check the level first

thing in the morning, at
noon and then before we
leave in the evening,” Black
said. “Right now, we’re just
keeping our head above
water.”

Inside the Marion
Water Plant off
Chapel Hill Road
last week, city
employee Trevor
Peppler (left) and
water technician
Bob Cashion of
S4 Water Sales
and Service
measure chem-
istry in samples
taken. The plant
has been running
between 12 and
16 hours a day
over the last few
weeks.

Water Distribution Schedule
Free bottled water distribution continues at the former armory on
Rochester Street. Distribution is from 9 a.m., to noon and from 2 p.m.,
until 6 p.m., each day that the center is open. The center is closed from
noon until 2 p.m. Last names starting with A-F can pick up water on Mon-
days, names G-L on Tuesday, names J-R on Thursday and S-Z can get
water on Friday. A driver’s license must be presented to receive water.
This water is to be used for drinking and cooking. Each person can get
about two gallons for every person in their household. There is no distri-
bution on Wednesdays because that day is set aside for accepting do-
nations and replenishing water supplies at the center. Volunteers are
needed to help at the distribution center. Call 270-965-2266 or 270-704-
3523 to register as a volunteer or for special arrangements to receive bot-
tled drinking water.

Pennyrile District/Critten-
den County Health Depart-
ment does not test drinking
water for chlorine residual.
Officials at the local health de-
partment say the Division of
Water regulates drinking
water. 
The health department rec-

ommends bottled water for
drinking, especially for anyone
that is immunocompromised.  
If you are filling water tanks,

fill with water from a munici-
pal chlorinated drinking water
source, according to the local
health department. 
Water tanks will not hold

chlorine for long periods of
time.  Sodium hypochlorite,
household bleach (unscented),
can be added to water tanks.
Test strips are available at
some retail stores and online.
The test strips for swimming
pools will not work, they must
be for drinking water.   
According to the Centers for

Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC), 30 minutes after
the addition of sodium

hypochlorite, there should be
no more than 4.0 mg/L (4
PPM) of free chlorine residual
present to ensure that the
water does not have an un-
pleasant scent or odor. 
Twenty-four hours after

adding of sodium hypochlorite
to containers that store water,
there should be a minimum of
0.2 mg/L of free chlorine
residual present to ensure mi-
crobiologically clean water.
When using test strips to
check chlorine levels make
sure you look at the free chlo-
rine indicator to determine
chlorine amounts.  
Too much bleach or chlorine

can be harmful. 
If you are not using water

from a public water source do
not use the water for food con-
tact surfaces such as counter-
tops, utensil, dishwashing or
personal hygiene.  
Anyone who is immunocom-

promised may need to contact
their physician before using
water under a boil water advi-
sory or water from a non-pub-

lic water supply for personal
hygiene. 
Gov. Andy Beshear and En-

ergy and Environment Cabinet
Secretary Rebecca Goodman
are taking steps daily to keep
city residents safe and healthy
and successfully end this
water emergency, said John A.
Mura, the cabinet’s
spokesperson. 
“For any residents with a

compromised immune system,
have an infant, that are preg-
nant or elderly, or who could
be at an increased risk during
a boil water advisory, we rec-
ommend they seek advice from
their health care provider or
local health department,”
Mura said.
Additional information can

be found in this CDC docu-
ment concerning boil advi-
s o r i e s :
https://www.cdc.gov/healthy-
water/emergency/dwa-comm-
toolbox/before/tools/Fact-She
et-About-What-to-Do-During-
BWA-508.pdf.

A couple of church groups
are coming to the aid of Marion
residents during the water cri-
sis.
A Church of Christ disaster

relief agency will begin distrib-
uting water and other items to
help conserve water Wednes-
day. 
The CCHS football team

helped unload pallets of bot-
tled water Monday that will be
distributed Wednesday from
10:30-5:30 p.m., and Saturday
from 10:30 a.m-4 p.m., at
Marion Church of Christ. Mar-
ion Church of Christ is located
at the end of West Elm Street
next to the Crittenden County
High School annex.

The Churches of Christ Dis-
aster Relief agency from
Nashville has additional trips
to Marion planned, and will
provide gallons of water, paper
plates and cutlery and large
bathing wipes.
Church member Teresa Fos-

ter said families can circle
through the parking lot and

water will be loaded for them.
A youth group from Mayfield’s
Seven Oaks Church of Christ
is also assisting. Distribution
is for families as well as busi-
nesses.
Fredonia First Baptist

Church is offering a laundry
service.
The church will have a laun-

dry truck in its parking lot at
the Old Fredonia School off
Cassidy Ave., through Sunday,
July 30. 
They open at 8 a.m. on week-

days and laundry can be
dropped off and picked up at
no charge. No laundry deter-
gent is needed.  Contact the
church on its Facebook page.

Churches help with water, laundry, plates, wipes

Too Much Chlorine or Bleach is Harmful

Be careful with bulk water containers



WATER
Continued from page 1
half of an inch.
In a new development,

plans are being finalized
to build an above-ground
water line from Critten-
den-Livingston’s water
line near the hospital to
the Crittenden County
Detention Center. 
The jail requires about

18,000 gallons of water
each day for the nearly
200 inmates housed
there. Without water, the
jail would have to trans-
fer out all of its inmates
to other locations, void-
ing state and federal con-
tracts worth well over $2
million. 
While the objective to

get water to the jail is
clear, it’s still uncertain
exactly how and when
that will happen. Prelim-
inary discussions have
included building an
overland distribution line
from Gum Street behind
the high school campus
and then along Carlisle
Street to the detention
center. Part of the street
would have to be tem-
porarily closed while the
line is in use and the pipe
would somehow need to
cross Weldon and Yandell
streets. The line would
have to be drained dur-
ing winter time to prevent
freezing, but that’s typi-
cally a period when
enough rainfall provides
Marion with plenty of raw
water to meet the needs
of its roughly 1,500 cus-
tomers, including the jail. 
Sen. McConnell weighs in
Sen. Mitch McConnell's

office in Washington, DC
issued a statement late
last week regarding Mar-
ion's ongoing crisis.
“My team has been in

close contact with local
officials to see how I can
help the City of Marion
resolve their critical
water shortage," Mc-
Connell said.
"While the state gov-

ernment typically coordi-
nates the immediate
response to situations
such as this, my office is

looking at a number of
federal grant programs
that could possibly help
the community formulate
a long-term plan to ad-
dress this crisis. Every
Kentuckian deserves ac-
cess to safe, accessible
drinking water.”
Boil water advisory 
For the first time since

the water shortage
began, the City of Marion
issued a boil water advi-
sory last Thursday. 
Although it was not

unexpected, the order
was a clear signal that
the town’s raw water level
had become seriously
low.
“The City of Marion

Water System is experi-
encing operational condi-
tions that compromise
the water quality,” the
city said in a statement.
The news release ex-

plained that city water
customers should boil
what comes out of the
tap before using it for
drinking, making ice,
washing dishes, brush-
ing teeth or cooking. The
advisory says water
should be boiled for three
minutes. 
“Do not drink water

from appliances con-
nected to your water
line,” the city said. “All
tap water should be
boiled even if filtered. Use
ready-to-use formulas or
breast-feed infants.
“Due to water conser-

vation efforts and high
temperatures, the disin-
fection levels have fallen
below the regulatory re-
quirement,” the city said.
Because of that, its water
may pose a special health
risk for infants, young
children, some of the eld-
erly and people with se-
verely compromised
immune systems.  For
more information about
the boil advisory, call
Marion City Hall by
phone 270-965-2266 or
contact the local health
department.
City officials are also

warning individuals
using bulk water tanks to
be aware of potential for

bacteria growth and con-
tamination. For further
details, contact the Divi-
sion of Water or see fur-
ther information on page
9 of this edition.
Update on Options
•Crittenden-Livingston

Water District continues
to be among the most
helpful partners in the
crisis and was expected
to enter this week into a
three-year contract to sell
water to Marion. How-
ever, right now, they can-
not fulfill all of the town’s
needs. With assistance
from Webster County
Water District piping
water into the county
system, Crittenden-Liv-
ingston is currently able
to provide Marion with
more than half of its daily
demand for drinking
water.
In order for Crittenden-

Livingston to be a long-
term supplier for all of
Marion’s water needs, it
would need to expand its
plant at Pincknevyille in
Livingston County on the
Cumberland River and
run a 12-inch main from
Salem to Marion. Some
preliminary estimates for
that type of long-term so-
lution to Marion’s crisis
would appear to be in the
$25 million range, or
more. Some type of fed-
eral or state assistance
would be necessary to
meet such a financial
commitment. 
•Shady Grove Pump

Station: The idea of
drawing water from the
Caldwell Water District
with a connection on KY
139 has been abandoned
due to complications. 
•A connection through

Crittenden-Livingston
Water District and Cald-
well Water District could
be a viable option for
Marion to get drinking
water from Princeton in
both the short-term and
then in the longer term,
too. Engineers continue
to study the feasibility of
those options. Under an
emergency order, there is
a plan to connect Prince-
ton and Marion through

third-party lines owned
by Caldwell County
Water District and Crit-
tenden-Livingston. That
relationship could pro-
vide a limited volume of
water to augment what’s
already being provided
from the Crittenden-Liv-
ingston district. 
A longer term option

could be running a large
diameter pipe from Mar-
ion to Princeton’s nearest
water main, which is in
Caldwell County, a few
miles southeast of Fredo-
nia. Princeton has told
Marion officials it has
enough capacity to serve
Marion’s full needs year
round.
•Plans continue to see

if water can be pumped
from Sturgis through
Crittenden-Livingston
Water District and into
Marion. If so, it could be
a short-term solution for
part of Marion’s daily de-
mand. Work on that link
could begin next week.
•While repairing Lake

George was largely dis-
missed by state experts
early on as a viable
short- or long-term solu-
tion, it appears there is a
greater appetite now to
investigate it further. 
For the near-term,

there’s a chance that
some minor repairs to
the levee and the pipe
running through it could
allow the basin to catch
water that would then be
pumped into Old City
Lake. Salvaging any part
of the lake as a raw water
source was disregarded a
few weeks ago, but the
lack of other affordable
alternatives may be
prompting decision mak-
ers to reconsider.
•Raising the levee at

Old City Lake: There has
been some temporary
sandbagging at Old City
Lake that could prove
beneficial, allowing the
lake to hold a bit more
raw water when it rains.
This is considered a
short-term solution.
There would be great
challenges to enlarging
Old City Lake or raising

the damn permanently.
As it has existed for
decades, Old City Lake
holds enough water to
supply Marion’s needs
during times of normal
rainfall. About one inch
of rain every week or two
would keep the lake vi-
able, but getting consis-
tent rainfall between
June and September is
not likely. Since 2016,
The community has not
gotten four inches of
rainfall during those
months three-fifths of the
time (15 out of 24
months saw less than
four inches), according to
the Kentucky Mesonet
weather station north of
Marion near Mattoon.
Four inches of rainfall
spread out over a
month’s time is enough
to keep Old City Lake vi-
able as a raw water
source.
•Lucile Mine: When the

state took over manage-
ment of the water crisis a
couple of weeks ago, it
moved away from further
exploration of raw water
at the abandoned mine –
at least for now.
•A pipe to the Ohio

River: Although that was
an option early in the cri-
sis, it’s no longer consid-
ered among the most
viable options and has
been moved off the draw-
ing board due to cost and
other geographical and
hydraulic challenges.
•Water wells: There

was some talk early
about drilling wells to
provide Marion with
water. There are already
three wells near the
water plant, but city offi-
cials have said the vol-
ume they can provide is
insignificant. Geological
and other data on the
area around the lake in-
dicate that finding suit-
able raw water in ample
volume would be highly
unlikely. 
•Leak detection and re-

pair activities conducted
by the Rural Water Asso-
ciation and Marion main-
tenance crews eliminated
three leaks late last

week. 
Leaks in the water

transmission system
have long been a source
of water loss, and city of-
ficials estimate that at
least 25 percent of the
water it has been making
has been lost in transit to
customers because of
cracks in the system. The
city said it will continue
to ferret out leaks in
order to conserve water.
Marion leaders encour-

age people to alert them
of signs of a water leak.
To report a leak, call city
hall weekdays during
normal business hours
at 270-965-2266 or call
emergency dispatching
after hours or on week-
ends at 270-965-3500. 
A leak is often indi-

cated by water emerging
from or sitting on top of
the ground during other-
wise dry conditions. It
could appear as standing
water or a muddy, wet
spot. 
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The bar
chart at left
provides a
visual indi-
cator of
Marion’s
water
needs dur-
ing normal
times and
also now
during the
conserva-
tion order. It
also shows
how much
drinking
water is
flowing in
from county
water dis-
tricts, and
the raw
water im-
pact that’s
coming
from Na-
tional
Guard and
P&H Farm
haulers.


